
 1 

IDS 125, Section 5: Deals With the Devil 
Spring 2018 

Goldspohn 17 

MWF, 1:20-2:30 

Professor: Adam Kotsko, akotsko@noctrl.edu, Seybert 102 

Office Hours: MWF 11:15-11:55 and 3:55-4:55 or by appointment 

 

Course Description 
IDS 125 is designed to introduce you to interdisciplinary inquiry, to develop your ability to think 

and read critically and to hone your research and writing skills. This version of the course will 

focus on the question: What does it mean to sell your soul to the devil? Our focus will be on the 

legend of Faust, which has played a decisive role in modern European culture. After briefly 

tracing the roots of the figure of the devil to its biblical and early Christian roots, we will explore 

the legend of Faust (which is based on a real historical individual) and its legacy in drama, 

literature, music, and film.  

 

Required Course Texts 
Author Title Publisher ISBN 

Goethe Faust: A Tragedy (Norton Critical Edition) Norton 0393972828 

Marlowe Doctor Faustus (Norton Critical Edition) Norton 0393977544 

Alter (trans.) The Wisdom Books Norton 0393340538 

Athanasius The Life of Antony and the Letter to Marcellinus Paulist 0809122952 

 

It is especially important that you use the editions of Goethe and Marlowe listed here, as they 

include scholarly articles and other background materials that we will use in class. Other 

readings will be provided via Blackboard and marked on the syllabus as follows: (**).  

 

Course Format 
As a seminar-style course, IDS 125 presupposes the active involvement and collaboration of 

everyone enrolled. I will give some prepared lectures and we may watch selected video clips or 

listen to excerpts from a musical piece. The rest of class time will be given over to structured 

group discussion of the issues and questions raised by the assigned readings. That means that you 

will have to do the required reading for each session, attend class regularly, and make an effort to 

participate. To encourage preparation for class, students will be asked to complete a very brief 

summary and discussion questions once a week. We will view several films for this course, and 

you should treat them like a reading and watch them ahead of time, coming to class prepared to 

discuss them. 

 

Written Assignments 
In this class, you will be required to complete four assignments. The first paper will be a short 

reflection (2-3 pages) on the Faust legend, which will be due on Monday of Week 2. The second 

(3-5 page) essay will be a critical analysis of Marlowe’s adaptation of the Faust legend. The third 

essay (5-6 pages) will be an analysis of Goethe’s version of the Faust legend in light of the 

biblical and historical sources we will be studying. The final essay (5-6) will compare Goethe to 

one of the musical or film versions of Faust. The final two essays must draw on at least two peer-
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reviewed scholarly sources (journals or book chapters, including at least one not found in the 

Norton Critical Editions). More detailed descriptions of each assignment will be provided closer 

to the time they are due. 

 

All written work must be submitted on Blackboard to the professor in advance of class time. If 

you forget this requirement and hand in a paper copy, your paper will count as being on time, but 

will not receive a grade until it is submitted electronically. All papers must be submitted using a 

Microsoft Word- or LibreOffice-compatible format (not PDF and especially not “Pages”). If 

this cannot be achieved in a timely manner, the student may submit it in the undesired format but 

will not receive a grade until an appropriately formatted file has been submitted. All papers must 

be written in 12-point Times New Roman font, double spaced, with 1-inch margins all around.  

 

Aside from the first reflection paper, all papers must include citations and a works cited page in 

MLA style. A styleguide can be found on the Purdue OWL website: owl.english.purdue.edu. 

Papers with incomplete or substantially incorrect citations or lacking a works cited page will 

receive a provisional grade of F and must be resubmitted with corrected citations and a works 

cited page. Distracting copy-editing errors will result in a grade penalty regardless of the quality 

of the paper’s content.  

 

All written work for this course is subject to North Central College’s plagiarism policy, which 

can be found at https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/english/plagiarism-policy. 

 

Summaries and Discussion Questions 
Part of your grade for the class will be based on your summary of and questions about the course 

materials. Students are required to write summaries and questions for at least one day’s materials 

per week. So for the term you should have 10 summaries and 10 sets of corresponding questions. 

For the first week, everyone will write on the “Faust Legend,” and thereafter, they can choose 

which materials they want—with the exception of weeks when we will be discussing scholarly 

articles from the Norton Critical editions, in which case all students must do the summary and 

questions over the article they have been assigned. Each summary will be graded on a 10-point 

scale. Discussion summaries must be posted to Blackboard before class.  

 

Attendance and Participation 
It will be extremely difficult for you to do well in this course if you don't come to class. I expect 

you to attend class regularly, to be on time and to stay for the entire session. I’ll allow you two 

(2) unexcused absences without penalty; after that I will lower your final grade by 5% for each 

unexcused absence. The amount and quality of your contributions to class discussion will 

determine 10% of your grade for the course. To receive a high score for your participation, you 

should not only do the reading for class but also come prepared to say something. In addition to 

bring your discussion questions with you to class, you should also prepare for discussion by 

taking notes and/or underlining passages from the readings that you would like to talk about.  

 

Grading 
Your grade for the course will be based on your papers, your weekly summaries/discussion 

questions, and your participation in class discussions. To make it easier for me to calculate final 
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grades, each assignment or grade component will receive both a letter grade and a corresponding 

point score. Below is a breakdown of the points for each assignment or final grade component: 

 

Short reflection paper (5%)     50 points  

Critical analysis of Marlowe (25%)    250 points 

Analysis of Goethe and biblical/historical materials (25%) 250 points 

Comparison of Goethe to music or film (25%)  250 points 

Summaries/Discussion questions (10%)   100 points 

Class Participation and Attendance (10%)   100 points 

________________________________________________________________  

                             1000 total points possible 

 

On my grading scale, an A is 93% to 100% of the possible points, 90 to 92% is an A-, 87% to 

89% is a B+, 83% to 86% is a B, 80% to 82% is a B-, 77% to 79% is a C +, 73% to 76% is a C, 

70% to 72% is a C-, 67% to 69% is a D+, 60% to 68% is a D and anything less than 60% is an F. 

If you want to figure out how you are doing in the class at any time during the semester, simply 

divide the points you've earned so far by the number of points you could have earned. 

 

The due dates for each of the writing assignments are clearly listed on the schedule below. All 

written work will be docked a full letter grade for each week it is overdue.  I cannot take late 

work after Tuesday of exam week.  

 

Course Schedule 

Monday March 26 Course Intro, Discussion of Syllabus 

Wednesday March 28 “The Faust Legend” in Marlowe, Doctor Faustus, pp. 182-209 

Friday March 30 Good Friday—NO CLASS 

   

Monday April 2 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (A-text), Acts 1-2 

(pp. 5-33) 

Reflection paper due by 1:20pm 

Wednesday April 4 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (A-text), Acts 3-5 

(pp. 33-53) 

Friday April 6 Streaming Video: Performance of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, check 

Blackboard for link to library file 

   

Monday April 9 Reading: Scholarly articles from Marlowe text, as assigned in 

previous class 

Discussion of Marlowe paper 

Wednesday April 11 Research workshop: Meet in Library 

Complete online training: http://noctrl.libguides.com/ids125 

Friday April 13 Bible: Job 1-14 (Wisdom Books, pp. 11-65, footnotes optional) 

   

Monday April 16 Bible: Job 25-31, 38-42 (Wisdom Books, pp. 106-132, 158-179) 

Wednesday April 18 Bible: Genesis 1-4, 2 Maccabees 5-9, Matthew 4, Luke 4 (**) 

Marlowe paper due by 1:20pm 

Friday April 20 Athanasius, The Life of Antony, Introduction, §§1-43 (pp. 29-64) 
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Monday April 23 Athanasius, The Life of Antony, §§44-94 (pp. 64-99) 

Wednesday April 25 Anderson and Zissner, “The Witchcraft Persecutions” (**) and 

Dworkin, “Gynocide: The Witches” (**) 

Friday April 27 Trachtenberg, selections from The Devil and the Jews (**) 

   

Monday April 30 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Prologue in Heaven” through “Outside the 

City Gate” (pp. 9-32) 

Wednesday May 2 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Study” (both sections, pp. 33-54) 

Friday May 4 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Auerbach’s Tavern in Leipzig” through 

“Evening” (pp. 55-76) 

   

Monday May 7 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “On a Walk” through “Cathedral” (77-109) 

Wednesday May 9 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Walpurgis Night” through “Dungeon” (pp. 

110-133) 

Friday May 11 Goethe, Faust, Part 2, Act 1: “Charming Landscape” and “Imperial 

Residence, Throne Room” (pp. 135-146), “Pleasance, Morning Sun” 

through “Hall of Chivalry” (pp. 171-186) 

Discussion of paper on Goethe and biblical/historical materials 

   

Monday May 14 Research workshop: Meet in Library 

Wednesday May 16 Goethe, Faust, Part 2, Act 4 (pp. 287-312) 

Friday May 18 Goethe, Faust, Part 2, Act 5 (313-344)  

   

Monday May 21 NO CLASS 

Paper on Goethe and biblical/historical materials due by 1:20pm 

Wednesday May 23 Opera: Charles Gounoud, Faust (YouTube) 

Friday May 25 Music: Robert Johnson (YouTube playlist)  

Discussion of final comparative paper 

   

Monday May 28 Memorial Day—NO CLASS 

Wednesday May 30 Film: Faust (dir. Murnau) 

Friday June 1 Film: The Devil’s Advocate 

   

Final Exam 

Day 

 Concluding Discussion 

Final paper due by 1:20pm 

 


