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IDS 125, Section 4: Deals With the Devil 
Fall 2018 

Goldspohn 34 

MWF, 12:00-1:10 

Professor: Adam Kotsko, akotsko@noctrl.edu, Seybert 102 

Office Hours: MWF 10:40-11:40 and 1:20-2:20, or by appointment 

 

Course Description 
IDS 125 is designed to introduce you to interdisciplinary inquiry, to develop your ability to think 

and read critically and to hone your research and writing skills. This version of the course will 

focus on the question: What does it mean to sell your soul to the devil? Our focus will be on the 

legend of Faust, which has played a decisive role in modern European culture. After spending 

the first half of the course tracing the roots of the figure of the devil to its biblical and early 

Christian roots, we will explore the story of Faust (which is based on a real historical individual) 

and its legacy in drama, literature, music, and film, before turning in our final week to works 

from the African American tradition that deal with similar themes.  

 

Required Course Texts 
Athanasius, The Life of Antony and the Letter to Marcellinus, trans. Robert C. Clegg (Mahwah, 

NJ: Paulist Press, 1980). [ISBN: 0809122952] 

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von, Faust: Part One, trans. David Luke (New York: Oxford World 

Classics, 2008). [ISBN: 0199536214] 

Marlowe, Christopher, Doctor Faustus: A Norton Critical Edition, ed. David Scott Kastan (New 

York: Norton, 2005). [ISBN: 0393977544] 

 

It is especially important that you use the editions of Goethe and Marlowe listed here, as they 

include scholarly articles and other background materials that we will use in class. Students will 

also need to obtain a Bible, which is widely available in a variety of translations. The version 

provided on the bookstore website is a standard scholarly edition that will serve you well for 

future study and reference, but students may use a Bible of their choice (though I strongly 

recommend finding a translation other than the King James Version). Other readings will be 

provided via Blackboard (under “Resources”) and marked on the syllabus as follows: (**). 

 

Participation and Attendance 
As a seminar-style course, IDS 125 presupposes the active involvement and collaboration of 

everyone involved. I will give some prepared lectures and we may watch selected video clips or 

listen to excerpts from a musical piece. The rest of class time will be given over to structured 

group discussion of the issues and questions raised by the assigned readings or other course 

materials. We will be watching videos and listening to music for certain class sessions, and they 

should be treated like readings and studied ahead of time.  

 

Given the size of the class, it is unlikely that everyone will have an opportunity to speak every 

class session, but students are expected to make a substantive contribution at least once a week. 

Class participation will make up a significant portion of the final grade, and no one who does not 

speak in class at least once a week should expect to get an A for this course.  
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Class participation will be graded on a weekly basis, taking into account the following factors: 

1. Amount of participation: Does the student participate an appropriate amount? For most 

students, it will be a question of whether they speak frequently enough (at least one 

significant contribution per week, but preferably more), but in some cases, students may 

need to speak less frequently to make room for others. Speaking over others or 

interrupting them will detract from the participation grade significantly. 

2. Attention to course materials: I should ideally be able to tell from your contributions that 

you have read and thought about the course materials (texts, films, music). It is easy to 

“riff” off of other contributions or make very general remarks without doing the work 

ahead of time. The best contributions will be based on very specific passages or aspects 

of the work under discussion.  

3. Critical open-mindedness: The goal of our discussion is not to “debate” or share the 

opinions that we happened to hold before we came to class. We are trying to come to 

some kind of shared understanding that is grounded in the course materials. Discussions 

involving matters of religion can sometimes be tense, but believers, non-believers, and 

agnostics alike will be expected to support and assess arguments based on evidence from 

the course materials we are studying together. 

 

Obviously it is impossible to participate in class discussion without being present in class. In 

recognition of our shared human frailties, I will allow you two unexcused absences without 

penalty; after that, you will lose one third of your weekly participation points for every absence. 

In cases of genuine hardship or emergency, please contact me as soon as possible.  
 

You must also come prepared to class, and that means having hard copies of the course materials 

with you. You should purchase all course textbooks (which are inexpensive and widely available 

used) and print any supplementary readings. Beginning with the second time you come to class 

without a hard copy of the reading, it will count as an absence (i.e., you get one warning). For 

days when we are watching a video, written notes will take the place of the printed reading. No 

student will be permitted to use a smartphone at any point during class; persistent usage will 

result in the student losing all participation points for that class session.  

 

Written Work 
Students will be required to do two types of assignment: weekly short reflections and two 

research papers. The first research paper must cover the biblical and historical materials covered 

in the first half of the class, while the second must deal with at least one version of the Faust 

legend.  

 

Weekly reflection papers will be due prior to class time on Friday of each week. Each response 

must be at least one full double-spaced page and no more than two and be written in polished 

college-level prose, based on a prompt that I will provide each week on Blackboard (under 

“Syllabus”). Papers may be turned in up to a week late for half credit.  

 

Both research papers must draw on peer-reviewed scholarly sources (journals or book chapters) 

and conform to the Chicago documentation style as outlined on the Purdue OWL website (see 

“Resources” on Blackboard). The first paper must use at least one scholarly source and be 3-5 
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pages in length; the second must use at least two scholarly sources and be 5-7 pages in length. 

More detailed descriptions of each assignment will be provided closer to the time they are due. 

 

All written work must be submitted on Blackboard (under “Syllabus”) in advance of class time. 

If you forget this requirement and hand in a paper copy, your paper will count as being on time, 

but will not receive a grade until it is submitted electronically. All papers must be submitted 

using a Microsoft Word or PDF format (not a link to Google Docs and especially not “Pages”). If 

this cannot be achieved in a timely manner, the student may submit it in the undesired format but 

will not receive a grade until an appropriately formatted file has been submitted.  

 

All papers must be written in 12-point Times New Roman font, double spaced, with 1-inch 

margins all around. Papers with incomplete or substantially incorrect citations or lacking a works 

cited page will receive a provisional grade of F and must be resubmitted with corrected citations 

and a works cited page. Distracting copy-editing errors will result in a grade penalty regardless 

of the quality of the paper’s content.  

 

Research papers turned in within 24 hours of the deadline will receive a 5% grade penalty on the 

assignment; papers turned in within a week of the deadline will receive a 10% grade penalty, 

with an additional 10% penalty for each additional week (or portion of a week) the paper is late. 

 

All written work for this course is subject to North Central College’s plagiarism policy, which 

can be found at https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/english/plagiarism-policy. 

 

Rewrites 
One major goal of this course is to help students improve their writing, and experience has taught 

me that nothing is more effective toward that end than improving a piece of writing they have 

already done. Hence students must submit a revised draft of their first paper and may also rewrite 

their second paper if they turn it in early. I will provide detailed comments in the form of “track 

changes,” comment bubbles, and a lengthy paragraph at the end of your paper, and rewrites must 

respond to those comments. The grade for the rewritten version of the paper will replace the 

initial grade completely (i.e., it will be as though the first grade never happened), and there will 

also be separate bonus points assessing the degree of rewriting. Students who make significant 

changes will get the full rewrite bonus; students who make only minor edits will receive  half the 

rewrite bonus; students who hardly change anything at all will not receive the bonus.  

 

Students who turn in the first paper late forfeit the ability to rewrite, including the possibility of 

improving their grade and getting the rewrite bonus. Students who miss out on the rewrite bonus 

for the first paper can still receive it if they turn in their second paper by the rewrite deadline (see 

course schedule below). Without the rewrite bonus, it is mathematically impossible to get an A 

in this class.  

 

Grading 
Class participation and attendance (15%)    150 points 

Weekly response papers (25%)     250 points 

Paper #1 on biblical and historical materials (20%)  200 points 

Paper #2 on Faust legend (30%)    300 points 
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Rewrite bonus (10%)      100 points 

Total:        1000 points possible 

 

Point totals for written work and weekly participation grades will be posted on Blackboard as 

they become available. All written work is due by midnight of Wednesday, June 6—no 

exceptions.  

 

Course Schedule 

Monday September 10 Course Intro and Discussion of Syllabus 

Wednesday September 12 Bible: Job 1-14 

Friday September 14 Bible: Job 29-31, 38-42 

   

Monday September 17 Bible: Exodus 1-15 

Wednesday September 19 Bible: Exodus 32-34; Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 1 Samuel 8; 2 

Samuel 11-12; Jeremiah 25; Daniel 1-6 

Friday September 21 Bible: 2 Maccabees 6-7 and 9 (does not appear in all Bibles; see 

Blackboard); Daniel 7-12; Matthew 3; Luke 3; Revelation 12-

13 and 20-22 

   

Monday September 24 Athanasius, The Life of Antony, Introduction, §§1-43 (pp. 29-

64) 

Wednesday September 26 Athanasius, The Life of Antony, §§44-94 (pp. 64-99) 

Friday September 28 Gregory of Nyssa, selections from Address on Religious 

Instruction (**) and selections from Qur’an (**) 

Discussion of Paper #1 

   

Monday October 1 Research workshop: Meet in Library 
Complete online training: http://noctrl.libguides.com/ids125 

Wednesday October 3 Anderson and Zissner, “The Witchcraft Persecutions” (**) and 

Dworkin, “Gynocide: The Witches” (**) 

Friday October 5 “The Faust Legend” in Marlowe, Doctor Faustus, pp. 182-209 

   

Monday October 8 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (B-text), 

Prologue, Acts 1-2 (pp. 54-81) 

Wednesday October 10 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (B-text), 

Acts 3-4 (pp. 81-111)  

Friday October 12 Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus (A-text and 

B-text), Act 5 (pp. 46-53, 112-122 ) 

   

Monday October 15 NO CLASS: Paper #1 Due 

Wednesday October 17 Video performance of Marlowe’s Dr. Faustus (**) 

Friday October 19 Reading: Scholarly articles from Marlowe volume, as assigned 

in previous class 
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Monday October 22 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Prologue in Heaven” through “Outside 

the Town Wall” (pp. 9-37) 

Wednesday October 24 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Faust’s Study” (I&II, pp. 37-62) 

Friday October 26 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Auerbach’s Tavern in Leipzig” through 

“Evening” (pp. 62-88) 

   

Monday October 29 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “A Promenade” through “By a Shrine 

Inside the Town Hall” (pp. 88-115) 

Wednesday October 31 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: “Night. The Street Outside Gretchen’s 

Door” through “Walpurgis Night” (115-133), “A Gloomy Day. 

Open Country” through “A Prison” (140-148) 

Friday November 2 Goethe, Faust, Part 1: Summary of Part 2 from Intro (pp. xli-

xliv); Goethe, Faust, Part 2: Selections from Act V (**) 

Discussion of Paper #2 

   

Monday November 5 Stuart Atkins, “Survey of the Faust Theme” (**) 

Research workshop: Meet in Library 

Wednesday November 7 Berman, selections from All That is Solid… (**) 

Friday November 9 Film: Faust (dir. Murnau) (**) 

   

Monday November 12 Robert Johnson music and background (**) 

Draft of Paper #2 due if rewriting 

Wednesday November 14 Baldwin, “Letter from a Region in My Mind,” through section 

break at top of pg. 18 on PDF (**) 

Friday November 16 Octavia Butler, “The Book of Martha” and “Afterword” (**) 

   

Wednesday November 21 ALL WRITTEN WORK DUE BY MIDNIGHT 

NO EXCEPTIONS 

 


